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$0 L OM ON faith, The Preparation: of the Heart in 
Man, and the Anſwer of the Tongue; are from the 
Lord * If the Lord alone can prepare the Heart, ſtir 
it up, or incline it towards unfeigned Holineſs, how 
can any Man approach him acceptably till his Heart 
be Prepared by him; and how can he know this Pre- 
Paration except he wait in Silence to feel it? It is by 
the Spirit the Believers have Acceſs to the Father ꝙ, and 
are not the Impreſſions: and Influences of the Spirit to 
be felt and diſtinguiſhed from the Workings of our 
own carnal Minds? If they are; ought not Believers 
to wait patiently in ſilent Submiſſion of Soul, in order 
to diſtinguiſh when the golden Sceptre is ſtretched out, 
which gives Liberty to approach the ſacred Preſence; 
and muſt not the Preparations of the Heart by the 
Spirit, make us ſenſible of our real Wants, before we 
can aſk aright; and alſo of our miſerable State, before 
ve can ſeek that Relief which is proper for us? > Muſt 
not the Spirit likewiſe 1 impart Help and Conſolation to 
us, beſore we can rejoice in its Salvation, praiſe the 
Lord on the Banks of Deliverance, and make ſweet 
Melody in our Hearts unto him? Can we bow before 
him in true Reverence and Fear, in Faith, till the Spi- 
; * Prov. 16 1. + Eph. 2,18, 
| . 
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rit hath mercifully begot theſe Senſations in the Soul? 
Muſt not the carnal Mind, which is at Enmity with 
God, be ſilenced in us before theſe Impreſſions prevail 
over all! ? If we preſume to approach him without the 
ſenſible Drawings of his Spirit, may we not ſpeak unad- | 
viſedly with our Lips, and offer ſomewhat: like the. 
polluted Sacrifice of the Wicked, which is an Abomi- 
nation to him, and therefore cannot be acceptable 
from a- Diſciple of Chritt?. To ſuch the. Apoſtle ſaith, 
1. is God that worketh in you, both to will and to do of 
his gyod Pleaſure.* Muſt we not conſequently wait in, 
Silence till this Will be raiſed in us, and Power given 
us to perform a holy. Worſhip, and to offer. an. (OTE, 
in Righteouſneſs? | | 
The Influences of the Spirit a. are not at our Com- 
mand, circumſcribed in our Time, or limited by our 
Wills, and therefore muſt be humbly waited. for, lee-, 
ing we have no Acceſs without it; and if that in which, 
all our ſpiritual Ability and Strength is, be not our 
own, nor at our Command, but mult be freely diſpenſed 
to us afreſh by the great Giver, muſt we not ſubmiſ- 
ſively wait in Silence for his qualifying Power, by which, 
alone we can move aright-? Hence David, deeply ſen-, 
ſible of his own Inability, ſaith, P/al, Ixii. 1. Truly, 
my Soul waiteth upon (or as in the Margin) is filent 
before God; from him cometh my Salvation; and Verſe, 
8. My. Soul, Wait Thok. uy x upon, God; for my Expec- 
tation is fram him. 
Do not theſe remarks clearly point out the Neceſſi ity. 
of our patiently waiting upon the Lord in Silence for. 
renewed Strength, that by the inward and powerful 
Operations of his Spirit, he may pluck the Feet of our 
Minds out of the Mire and Clay of corrupt Thoughts, 
and carnal P” and alſo 1 a ſuitable Con- 


cern and Travail of Spit! in us, that from the Ariſing 
of a true ſpiritual Exerciſe, the Mouth may ſpeak 
what the panting Soul feels when it is athirſt for God; 
or at leaſt, be humbly ſenſible of thoſe Sighs and 
Groans begotten therein by the Spirit which cannot 
be uttered 1 in Words? Is not this Concern and Ex- 
erciſe . wherein the Soul is deeply engaged, and the 
Judgment clearly convinced, more acceptable to the 
all-ſeeing God, who calls for Truth in the inward 
Parts, than a Multitude of fine unfelt Expreſſions 
dropt from the Lips, whilſt the Heart is wandering 
without due Reſtraint, far from a Senſe of his Pre- 
ſence? Nay, will not five Words ſpoke from a good 
Underſtanding under the Influence of the holy Spirit, 
have more Weight with the Almighty, than five 
| Thouſand uttered from a lukewarm, inſenſible, or 
careleſs. Mind? Can we ſuppoſe the infinitely wiſe Cre- 
ator of all Things is, like ſhort-ſighted man, either to 
be deeejved or pleaſed with our much ſþeaking ? . 
Our Lord faith, Men ye pray, uſe not vain Repetitions, 
as the. Heathen do, for they think that they ſhall be heard 
for their much Speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto 
them ; for your Father knoweth what Things ye have need 
of before ye aſk him, Mat. vi. J, 8. 
The inſpired Prophet 1/atah, in the aſt Verſe of 
the fortieth Chapter, ſaith, They has wait upon the Lord 
hall renew their Strength. In the firſt Verſe of the next 
Chapter immediately ſucceeding, be ſhews what is 
meant by waiting in theſe Words, Heep Silence before 
me, O Iſlands! and let the, People renew their Strength. 
Certainly this Slence imports the ſame Thing as Wait- 
ing in the former Verſe, ſeeing the ſame Effect i is at- 
tributed to both; and is not the carnal Mind and 
corrupt. Imagination here commanded to keep Silence 
before God, that the Soul may properly wait and 


watch unto prayer? The Prophet adds, Tet leu 


f 


13 


come near, then let them ſpeak. This alſo appears to call 
the immortal Soul into deep Silence, that therein it 
may firſt receive divine Help to draw near in Spirit 
to the great Jehovah, and then ſpeak forth its hum- 
ble Petition, under a Senſe of 'that holy ſolemn 
awful Reverence, which is due from a dependent 


Creature 1 in its n towards its Altmghty Cre- 


ator. 

A certain Minifter of the Church of England * wri- 
ting on the-Common-Prayer and the Sentences pla- 
ced at the Beginning of the Service, obferves, That 


Prayer requires ſo much attention and Serenity 


« of Mind, that it can never be performed without 
« ſome preceding Preparation ; for which Reaſon,” 


ſays he, © according to Bingham's Antiquities, Vol. 5. 
« Book 13: Chap. 11, 12. When the Jews enter into 
their Synagogues to pray, they remain ſilent for 
< ſome Time, and meditate before whom they ſtand.” 


Can we think ſuch a reverent Practice amongſt rie 


liaus would not be more ſuitable and acceptable to 
him who need not be told what we are, than the too 


common Cuſtom of haſtily approaching his facred 


Preſence, and preſuming to ſpeak io him without 


previous RecolleCtion, and due Conſideration before 


whom'they ftand ? 


Keep thy Foot, ſaj th Solomon, 5 Aid goeſt to the 


_ Hauſe of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the. 


Sacrifice of Fools ; for they confider not that they do evil. Ti 


Caution and Conſideration were requiſite under the 


Law of Maſes, which made nothing perfect as per- : 
taining to the Conſcience, how much more is it ſo 
under the Goſpel- -diſpenſation, which more directly 


requires that the Lord be worfñipped in Spirit and in 


7 Charles Wheatley, M. A. Vicar of Brent and Turner 8 Pelham 
in Hertfordſhire. 1 


+ kcclel. 5. 1, 
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Truth; not feignedly with, the Lip only, but with 


the whole Heart ſpiritually exerciſed? What Foot is this 
that muſt be kept in ſueh Subjection? Is it only the 
Foot of the Body, and not rather the haſty For- 


wardneſs of the carnal Mind, that the Attention of the 


Soul may become fixed upon God, the Fountain of a 
ſpiritual Strength and living Mercies, who muſt teach 
our Hearts to pray if ever we pray effectually? 
Iſaiah faith, Thou wilt keep him in perfect Peace whoſe. 
Mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee.þ Can 
any thing be more conſiſtent with a ſilent dependent 
Waiting, than a Mind ſtayed upon God, i in a ſincere 


Confidence and firm Expectation of divine Help; 
and if it behaves a Chri/tian to have his Mind thus 
frequently ſtayed upon the divine Power, how much 
more in ſolemn Worſhip, and near Approaches to the 


ſacred Preſence, who cannot poſſibly be deceived, or 


amuſed by the Arts of Compoſition, or the Foes of 


human Eloquence; and who has paſſed a Sentence of 


Condemnation On the too Common Pr actice of dr a W 


ing near to him with the Mouth, and honouring 


him with the Lips, whilſt the heart is far from 


him Jl How can the Soul any way be more uninter- 
ruptedly ſtayed upon him, than in a filent Waiting 
for divine Help, and the Renewings of ſpiritual Pow- 


er, under a ſolid Attention to hear what he ſhall reveal 


unto it, as its preſent Duty? 


Chriſt faith, My Sheep, Abs: my Wau and, be fur- 


ther declares, they know his Voice, and a Stranger will 


they not follow. Now, what partakes more of the 


Stranger's Voice than Self-will and Self- ſuffciency in 
divine Service? Miſhout me. ſaith the Lord to his Diſ- 


ciples, ye can do nothing.7 That is, nothing really and 
ſubſtantially good, or acceptable to God; | becauſe 


* John 4. 2 3. +! 26. 2 | Thid, 29. 13. © John 1 10. 27: 4 Þ 
F Ibid. 15. 35, 
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himſelf is the Lord from Heaven; the 4 08 Adam, 
the quickning Spirit, without whoſe Influence all we 


offer is void of Spirit or Life, He is that inexhauſti- 
ble Fountain of Power and Wiſdom, of vital Holineſs, 


and ſaving Health to the Soul, which, like the Sap 
that ariſeth from the Root of the Vine, is the Life and 


| Nouriſhment of every Branch. Such is the ſenſible 


Connection of Chriſt the true Head of the Church, 


with the ſeveral Members of his ſpiritual Body: 
They are dependent upon him as the Branch is on the 


Vine, both for life, and the daily Supply of ſpiritual 
Nouriſhment of that Life which is hid with Chriſt in 
God ; how therefore can they pray as they ought, in 
a Spirit and Manner ſuitable to their preſent Wants, 


till he open their Hearts, and teach them by the Wiſ- 
dom of his Spirit, what to pray for? If left to them- 


ſelves, may they not aſk amiſs, and conſequently not. . 
receive ? How can the Miniſters of the everlaſting 


| Goſpel communicate the Will of God, till they receive 
Illumination and Ability from his Spirit, to ſpeak 
profitably to the preſent States of the People ? How 
can any come to the Throne of divine Grace without D 
dis immediate Help and Influence? What can raiſo 
the fallen Soul up to God-ward, and humble it in 
due Proſtration before him, give it a deep Senſe of its 
Wants, and of the Riches of his Love and Mercy, 


but the holy Spirit itſelf? How neceſlary then, and 
reaſonable it is, that we ſhould patiently wait in ſub- 


miſſive Silence, for the Enlightenings and Quicknings | 
of its Heavenly Power, to guide both Heart and 


Tongue in addreſſing the holy One of Jrael? David 


faith, The Sacrifices of God are a broken Spirit; a broken © 


and a contrite Heart, O God ! thou wilt not deſpiſe. What 

but his Heart-humbling Spirit can prepare this Sacri- 

fice | in the Soul? If no Power but his can do this, muſt 
ak 5117 


we not conſequently watch and wait in Silence to 
receive its Aſſiſtance, and have the Impreſſions of the 
Spirit before we can pray with the Spirit) and with a 
right Underſtanding alſo? And ſeeing the Lord is a 
God of Knowledge, and that by: him our Actions are 
weighed, how careful ſhould we be to know what 
Spirit governs and mflgcneeth: our Souls 1 in his ſolemn 
Worſhip? 1 0 
Solomon, ander an 9 0 Senſe of the divine Greats - 

neſs and Majeſty, affords us this neceſſary Caution 
when we preſent ourſelves before him: Be not raſh 
With thy Mouth.“ This, every one certainly is, who 
_ preſumes to ſpeak to the Moſt High before he hath 
duly conſidered in whoſe Preſence he is. He adds, 
Let not thine Heart be haſiy to utter any thing before God; 
for God is in Heaven, and thou upon Earth, therefore let 


thy /ords be few, This plainly inculcates, how much 


it behoves us to have a reverent Senſe of the Majeſty 
and Purity of the ſupreme Searcher of Hearts, and to 
be deeply humbled into a Feeling of our Inability 
and Nothingneſs, before we addreſs Mm with our 

Lips. | 
Ik it is not in Man's Power duly to prepare his 
own Heart, and yet it is his indiſpenſable Duty, 
| deeply and reverently to worſhip the Author of his 
Eeing in Spirit and in Truth, how neceſſary muſt an 
awful Silence be, that he may know his Soul prepared 
by the immediate Hand of God to approach him ac- 
ceptably. On the contrary, how inconſiderate, haſty, 
or preſumptuous is the Practice of uttering Words to 
him which the Heart doth not underſtand, or of con- 
feſſing a State it never ſenſibly experienced! Certain- 
ly, if we believe the Lord is of purer Eyes than to be- 
hold Iniquity with Approbation, we muſt conclude, 
he is more jealous of his Honour than to accept of 

FEccleſ. 5. 2. 
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ſuch Diſſimulation. Is not a humble - conſcientious 
filent Waiting in Submiſſion, to be influenced.and led 
by him, abundantly preferable in his Sight ? Then 
how much more the Sighs and Expreſſions that pro- 
ceed from a real heart- affecting Senſe of his Greatneſs 
and Omnipreſence, and of the Lowneſs'and Unwor- 
thineſs of the Creature that confiders itſelf as Duſt 


and Aſhes before him! Doth not ſuch a weighty Senſe 


of our Meanneſs, and Inability of ourſelves to offer 
any thing pleaſing to him, who is an infinite Spirit 


ſuperlatively glorious, unleſs he firſt condeſcend gra- 
ciouſly to help our Infirmities, and teach us to pray as 


we ought, diſcover more true Regard, and real Con- 


cern of Heart, to offer up a ſpiritual Sacrifice that may 


be acceptable, through. Jeſus Chrift the great Medi- 
. ator, who never can intercede with the Father to ac- 
cept an inſincere hypocritical Offering, a barely draw- 
ing near to him with the Tongue, and honouring 
him with the Lips, whilft the Heart is inſenſible of 
his Fear, and amuſed with other Objects? Is it not 
more ſafe and rational to wait in Silence upon the 
Lord, than thus to deceive our Souls with Sparks of 
our own kindling, warming vain and fooliſh Self with 
a Fire of its own lighting, inſtead of placing our Ex- 


pectation upon him who alone ean teach his People 


rightly to profit, and enable them to pray with the 
Spirit, and with a right Underſtanding alſo? 


There is an eſſential Difference betwixt praying in 


Reality as the Spirit ſhalt teach us, and praying in 
Form as Men and Books adviſe us. Thoſe who pray 
under the Guidance of the holy Spirit, pray with ad- 


ditional Fervency, knowing their Attention fixed on 
God alone, their Underſtandings are opened into a 
true diſcerning of their ſpiritual Wants, and their 
Souls quickned to a lively humble ſincere Worſnip; 
wherein their Spirits are refreſhed, and ga. Streng h 


Ki 


in the Lord, and in the Power of his Might. On the 
other hand, Men and Books may furniſh with fair 
Seemings and plauſible Expreſſions, but they cannot 
effect that Brokenneſs of Spirit, that Contrition of 
of Heart, and Senſibility of Soul which the Spirit of 


God gives. They may teach to ſay, Lord! Lord! 
whilſt. Satan rules in the Will and Affections, and 


carries the Imaginations after divers Vanities; for no- 


thing leſs than the Power of the Spirit can ſubdue 


and chain down the carnal Mind. How neceſſary 


then is a humble Waiting in Silence, truly to know 
What Spirit we are of, before we offer any thing to 
the living God? Without this Knowledge we muſt 
be liable to offer ſtrange Fire, which the Lord never 
| commanded, like the Sons'of Aaron, who, through 
| Negligence, having ſuffered the holy Fire, divinely 
kindled, to go out, preſented a ſtrange Fire of Man's 
| kindling, for which they ſuffered Death. Ought not 


this expreſſive Inſtance of divine Diſpleaſure againſt 
the preſumptuous Subſtitutions of Men after their 


own Wills, and in the Place of God's Appointments, 


to deter Mankind ſrom offering their own carnal 


Conceptions and Contrivances, inſtead of his inward 
and ſpiritual Requirings ?  Ought not this Conſidera- 


tion to ſtrike every une with a deep and awful Senſe, 


that ſomething more is due to the great Jehovah, than 
thoſe common careleſs unfelt Modes of Worſhip which 
too many are apt to ſatisfy themſelves with; and 
more eſpecially as he hath declared, I will be ſanctiſied 
in them that come nigh me.* How can he be ſanctified in 
us, but as his own pure Spirit awfully prevails in the 

Soul, puts it forth in Humility, and influenceth 
the Will and Affections by: its holy quickning b Ener- 


gy 
+ Lev, 10. 3 
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If Chriſt is indeed our Lord, why are not his Ser- 
vants more ſeriouſly concerned to honour him in their 
Hearts? If he is our Maſter, why do we not ſo fear 
his Diſpleaſure as to endeavour, with all Diligence, to 
walk circumſpectly, not as Fools, inattentive to his 
Leadings; but as Wiſe, ſeeking to en the Timo 
becauſe the Days are evil? ; 
The Spirit, by the Mouth of anne ale Be 
flent, O all Fleſh ! before the Lord; for he is raiſed up out of 
his holy Habitation. * Is not a deb humble Silence 
properly due to the Preſence of the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords? Doth it not beſpeak more real 
and awful Regard to his perfect Holineſs, Wiſdom 


and Power, to af for his Spirit to open our Hearts 


and Lips, before we attempt vocally to ſpeak forth 
his Praiſe, than to be haſty in uttering Words without 
true Knowledge before our all-ſeeing Judge? Then 
how approveable is the Practice of ſolemn filent Wait- 


ing, till we receive Illumination and Ability properly 


to worſhip the Almighty ! Would the Potentates of the 
Earth think themſelves treated with becoming Rever- 
ence, ſhould their Subjects and Servants immediately 
approach them with a Multitude of Words, and con- 


tinue them the whole Time they ſtand in their Pre- 
fence, inſtead of waiting ſilently to hear their Pleaſure 


and receive their Commands? How much leſs ought 
we to expect ſuch behaviour 1s pleaſing, or acceptable 
from us, to him who ſearches all Hearts, and knows 


us better than we know ourſelves; to whom we 


muſt be indebted for the true Knowledge of every 


ſipiritual Want, before we can have Wiſdom to afk 


aright according to his Will. 
When the Prophet Iſaiah was admitted, in a Viſion, 
to behold the glorious Majeſty of God, he could eon Gs 


Zech. 2. 13. 


(uz) 

cry, Wo is me la till a live Coal from the holy Altar 
had touched his Lips, and purged” away his Sin. 
What a deep Reverence of his Maker, and juſt Ab- 
horrence of Self filled his humbled Mind, when he 
was favoured with this awful Sight of the ſupreme 
Glory! How Self-abaſing were his Senſations, and 
emphatical his Expreſſions, when he cried, Mo is me? 
for I am undone, becauſe I am a Man of undean Lips, and 
{ dell in the midſt of a People of unclean Lips; for mine 
Eyes hath ſeen the King, the Lord of Hoſts ! How dif- 
ferent is this heart-felt Acknowledgement, proceed- 
ing from the powerful Convictions of the holy Spirit, 
to thoſe dry formal unfelt Words that come from the 
Lips of bare nominal Ciri/tians!* Notwithſtanding /. 
every Diſciple hath not fo large a Portion of the holy 
Spirit as this great Prophet had, yet every one is gra- 
_ciouſly favoured with a Meaſure ſufficient to render 
his Offering ſpiritual and living. 
Wee read, that after the ORE of Chrift, his 
Diſciples were all with one Atcord in one Place, when they 
were filled with the Holy Ghoſt. + Though the Text 
doth not exprefly ſay, they were waiting in Silence 
for the Promiſe of the Father, Jet it appears as pro- 
bable they were, as that they were not; for there is 
no mention of any vocal Exerciſe amongſt them at 
that Time, before they were influenced thereunto by 
that peculiar Communication and Impulſe of the Ho- ; 
ly Ghoft, whence they began to Jpeak with other 7 OngHes, 
as the Spirit gave them Utterance. The Attention is cer- 
tainly more likely to be fixed upon, and ſtayed in true 
Watchfulneſs towards the Lord, and the Mind more 
fitly prepared to receive the Influence of his divine 
Light and Power, in ſilent Waiting, than if agitated in 
a continual Practice of running over a Multitude of. 
_ unkelt Expreſſions. 8 
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David, 155 n perſonating the Moſt High, 
faith, Be /ill, and know that I am God !* The Prophet | 


 Habakuk alſo ſaith, The Lord is in his holy Temple: Let 
all the Earth keep ſilence before him!Þ Is not the carnal 


Mind of. Man included in this Prohibition ? What 
is more likely to ſcatter and divert his Attention 
from the right Object, than Thoughts, Imaginations, 

and Propenſities of an earthly or ſenſual Nature? 


What more diſhonourable to the Lord of Perfection 
and Purity, than the buſy forward Actings of an un- 


prepared and corrupt Heart in ſpiritual | Things? 


What is more neceſſary to be ſilenced, than that 


which is at Enmity with God? What more becom= 
ing a humble dependent Creature, ſenſible of the De- 


Pravity of its Nature, of its Inability to do any Good, 
and of the Honour 4 to the Preſence of its Crea- 


tor, than a deeply expreffive ſolemn Silence before him? 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt taught his Diſciples to avoid 


the Practice of Hypoerites, who loved to pray ſtanding 


in the Synagogues, and in the Corners of the Streets, that 


they may be ſeen of Men. He alſo directed, Men ye 


pray, uſe not vain Repetitions, as the Heathen do, for they 


think that they ſhall be heard for their much Speaking ; & and 
indeed, what now makes a greater Shew or Figure in 
Religion amongſt many, than to uſe long and frequent 


Prayers, and much formal Devotion, as if their Eye 


Was more towards the Praiſe of Men than Acceptance 


with God, as if they gloried in empty Appearances ? 
But what is the Precept of Chriſt ? Men thou prayeſt, 


enter into thy Clyſet, and when thou haſt ſhut the Door, pray 


70 thy Father which is in ſecret, and thy Father, who ſeeth 


in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly.\| Doth not this teach us, 


that before we approach the Fountain of all Wiſdors, 


to ſhut out every thing that would amuſe or divert the 


Attention from the Reverence due to the great Ob- 
# Pal. 46. 10. + Hab. 2, 20, 8 Mat. 6. 5, 6, 9. U Mat. 6. 6. 


CH) 


ject of our Adoration, the Giver of every good and 
perfect Gift? Can we be too ſolid, or feel our Hearts, 
Affections and Deſires too much gathered out of 
tranſitory Things, into a humbling Senſe of the di- 
vine Preſence, when we apply ourſelves to the ſolemn 
AQ of worſhipping the Majeſty on High ? 

Since waiting upon God in Silence for renewed. 
Strength and ſpiritual Wiſdom, to lead our Hearts 
and direct our Tongues in vocal Prayer, or Preaching, 
makes no oſtentatious Shew, but rather appears con- 
temptible to the buſy Diſpoſition and Wiſdom of vain 
Man, it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that this ſelf- 
denying Practice ſhould gain the Approbation or 
Praiſe of Men ; yet it muſt evidently tend to prevent 


that great and offenſive Hypocriſy, of drawing near 


to the Lord with the Tongue, and worſhipping him 
with the Lips, whilſt the Heart is far from him. Can 
there be any Frame more fit or proper for the poor 
Soul, wherein to hear the ſtill ſmall Voice of the true 


internal Shepherd, than that of an attentive and ſub- 


miſſive ſilent Waiting? 
Waiting upon God is abundantly ceconmended 


in holy Writ, and waiting in Silence neceſſarily im- 
plied in order to hear his Voice. My Sheep, ſaith the 
great Shepherd, hear my Voice. When is the Soul fo 


capable of hearing the quickning Language of his 


Spirit, as in a State of ſilent watching for, and wait 


ing to hear what he ſhall give it an Underſtanding of, 
and engage it in, as its requiſite and reaſonable Duty, 
by the illuminating Virtue and enlivening Power of 
his holy Influence? 5 | 
Our Lord forbids us to uſe vain Repetitions ; and 
what Efficacy can thoſe Prayers have, which are made 


in the Will, and by the Contrivance of Man, or 
that are ittered either from Books, Invention, or 


5 "Joan 27. 10. 
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Memory, whilſt the Heart neither feels the Thing the 
Mouth fpeaks, nor ever experienced what the Tongue 
| declares? What are theſe but vain Repetitions and 

empty Sounds? Whilſt People remain inſenſible of 
che real Condition of their Souls, and of the true ſelf- 
abaſing Fear of God, do they not ſeem to think they 
ſhall be heard for their much Speaking, if they content 
themſelves with the frequent Repetition of long life- 

leſs Prayers, which they have ndt ſo much as weightily 
- conſidered before they uttered them? Is this to wor- 


ſhip the Father in Spirit and Truth; the only Worſhip 


inſtituted by Chriſt in this Goſpel-Day, and therefore 
the only Worſhip acceptable to God, who is a Spirit? 
Can this ſpiritual Worſhip be performed till the Soul 
feels its Operation awfully to humble, engage, and 
impower the Mind to this ſolemn Act? What but the 
Spirit of the Redeemer is able to awaken and ſtir up 
the immortal Soul, and endue it with Wiſdom and 
Utterance, ſuitably to expreſs itſelf, according to, and 
under a due Senſe of its Wants? _ 

Chriſt in Spirit is the Way, or leading Power, to 
the Father: No Man can come to the Father but by 
him. What is the Reafon why ſo many who profeſs 
to be Followers of Chriſt, complain of ' wandring 
Thoughts, Inattention, much Coldneſs, Deadneſs, and 
Inſenſibility in Prayer, and other Duties and Devoti- 
ons? Is it not becauſe they are too little dependent 
on the Dictates of the Spirit, and believe not its ſen- 
fble Influence neceffary to every religious AQ, nor 
wait for it to eleanſe the Thoughts of their Hearts, 
and abilitate them to approach the moſt high and 
holy God in Truth and Righteouſneſs? Is it not be- 
cauſe ſuch lean too much to their own unſubjected 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding, to place their Depend- 
ence on the Spirit, and to wait for its reſtraining 


| heart-affeting Power to lead them into all Truth, 


% 


(7) 
and therefore are ſent empty away, and no more truly 
refreſhed, or benefited by their lifeleſs Devotions, than 
he who dreams he eateth, but when he awakes, pet- 
ceives he is yet empty? Thus they aſk and receive not, 
becauſe they aſk amiſs; not in a right Frame, but in 
a lukewarm and unconcerned State of Mind. The 
Enemy is too ſtrong for ſuch.Worſhippers, and carries 
their Thoughts and Imaginations after ſtrange Ob- 
jiects, while their Lips only approach the Almighty. 
One ſecret Prayer, or deep Sigh from the wreſtling Soul, 
Produced by the eternal Spirit, is of more real Service 
to it, iſſues from it with more Fervour, prevails more 
effectually with the Father, and procures it more Re- 
freſhment than ten Thouſand vain Repetitions; be- 
cCauſe the Virtue of the Spirit of the great Interceſſor 
being in theſe Prayers and Sighs, they cannot but find 
Acceptance. 
Dot not the common Complaint of w i in 
Time of Prayer, from thoſe who oppoſe ſilent waiting 
for the divine Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, to ſpeak or pray 
according to the Will of God, prove the Neceſſity of 
ſuch a Practice, in order to worſhip the Father in Spi- 
Tit and in Truth? Our bleſſed Redeemer ſaith, Tour 
| Father knoweth what Things ye have need of, before je 
aſk him.* How requiſite therefore is it, that he open 
our Underſtandings, ſhew us our true Conditions. diſco 
ver to us our ſpiritual Wants, and enable us to preſent 
our Petitions according to his Will, before we can 
ſenſibly aſk for the neceſſary Supplies, or cry, Abba, 
Father; and for this End, how incumbent it is upon 
us ſilently 1 to wait for his immediate 1 N and Direc- 
| tion! 
—— David ſaith, Reſtore unto me the Foy of thy Salvation, 
, : ans deans me with thy free Spirit: Then (not before) 
. | Mat. 6. 8. | 
15 B. 
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(18 ) 
will I teach Tranſprefſors thy Mays, and Sinners fall be 
converted unto tee. This ſhews, he placed his Depen- 
dence upon the renewed. Influence of the holy Spirit, 
and that he held no former Experiences, however good 
in themſelves, ſufficient Qualifications for divine Ser- 
vice in the Time preſent. He knew, that nothing 
ſhort of a freſh: Supply from the Fountain of living 
Virtue, could properly enable him to preach to others; 


and therefore prayed, Open thou my Lips, and my n 7 
ſhall ſhew forth thy Praiſe. 


The Apoſtle Paul faith, The Shirts alſo helpeth our 
Infirmities ; for we know not what we ſhould pray for 


as we ought, but the Spirit ſelf maketh Interceſfion for 
us with Groanings Which cannot be uttered.F By this juſt 


_ Acknowledgement it appears, the Exerciſe of a Mind 


deeply affected, is more than Words can expreſs, there 
fore it ſpeaks to God in unatterable Groans: A Thing 
mueh deſpiſed and ſeoffed at by many Profeſſors in this 


Age. We ſec however, the Apoſtle: was not aſhamed 


to own it to be what himſelf and his Brethren experi- 
enced to be true; which ſheus the Senſe they had of 
their own natural Inability and Blindnefs, and alſo 
their firm Dependence upon the holy Spirit, without 


which they know not what to pray for as thiꝶ ought 3 and 
therefore muſt of Neceſſity wait for its Renewals upon 


them, before they could either pray for themſelves, or 
preach to others profitably, and with Divine Accept- 
ance. How can we at this Day preſume to know 
What to pray for as we ought without the ſenſible Help 


of the holy Spirit, if this great Apoſtle and his Brethren 
did not? Vet, is there not Ground for Sufpicion, from 
the common Practice of profeſſing Chriftians now, that 


they do not think themſelves at a Loſs what to pray 


for acceptably ; and therefore prefuwptuouſly offer 


their invented Supplications, without due Fear and 


. 1 bid. Ver{. 15. 5 Rom. 8. 26. 
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Caution, to him who. 11 at Wine Heart, and remain 
inſenſible of the Neceſlity of feeling the holy Spirit to 
diſengage them from roving Thoughts, and Concerns 
of a temporal Natute, apc to communicate of that 


diſcerning: Wiſdom and, living Power which is requiſite 


to direct their Hearts and Tongues Aire e 
But, notwithſtanding a previous Waiting upon God 


is ſo much deſpiſed, the Apoſtle intimates, that the 


Groanings of the Spirit are effectual without vocal 
Sounds; which proves there is an inward Addreſs deep- 


er than the Expreſſion of Words, Which is heard and 
accepted of God. Let me add, that Jeſus himſelf ap- 
plied to the F ather in this: manner, when he groaned in 
the Spirit twice, and afterwards lift up his Eyes, and 
before he called Lazarus out of the Grave, ſaid, Father, 
I thank thee that thou haſt htard mex. This ſhews his 
fervent Groans were accepted; and his Requeſt granted, 
without audible, Expreſſions; and doth not the com- 
paſſionate Father ſtill 3 the Groans begotten by the 
Spirit of his Son in the Hearts of his. Followers? Indeed 
there is much Efficacy in Groans that ariſe Ben this 


living Principle. 1 
The Apoſtle Paul ſaith, If any * ha 100 WA 855 


rit of Chrift, he is none of hi. I the Spirit of him who 
raiſed up Jeſus from the Dead dwell in you, he that raiſ- 
ed up Chriſt from the Dead ſhall alſo quicken your mor- 
tal Bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you When do. 

Chriſtians more need theſe Quicknings, than in their 

Aſſemblies for divine Worſhip, and how muſt they diſ- 
tinguiſh them except they wait in Silence? Is it an un- 


warrantable Preſumption, humbly to wait in Expecta- 
tion of the promiſed Aſſiſtance, to enable us ſenſibly to 


worſhip, freely, livingly and powerfully, which cannot 
be unleſs the Spirit of Chriſt is our Helper? If theſe i in- 


— 33 38. 41. ＋ Rom. 8. 9. 11. 
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if Qvickhings' be the continued Privilege: of 
mad Difcptes, and if it is to the Virtue thereof 
that all bur' Services owe . their Efficacy and Accept- 
ance, can it be right of ſafe” to fun before, and with- 
out that which is the very”! Life df true Prayer and 
Preaching? Ef not, there is an "abſolute Neceſſity 
for, and certainly great Propriety | in waiting patiently 
for it, in fubtmiflive 'Stence, that the Sacrifice may 
be of the Lotd's preparing, and that it may be offer- 
ed according to his Will, under the immediate Con- 
duct of his own pure Spirit, Thus qualified, we pray 
with the Spirit and with Underſtanding alſo, which 
Prayer muſt conſequently/profit and refreſh the thirſ- 
ty Soul, and if a ſilent Attention had neither any ex- 
preſs Command, nor Example in Scripture, it is ne- 
*cellarily implied in many Parts of 1 155 as well as in the 
| Nature of true ſpiritual Worſhip. | 
Is not the Almighty a' moſt pure and perfedly 
glorious Being, dwelling in the Light, whom no Man 
can approach unto but by the Spirit of the Mediator; 
and is not man abſolutely dependent on the merciful 
Goodneſs and Power of his Creator, and is it not 
reaſonable that ſuch a Creature ſhould be made deep- 
ly ſenſible to whom he muſt be indebted for all ſpi - 
ritual Ability, as well as temporal Favours, before he 
can approach the ſacred Preſence with becoming Re- 
verence; and in What State is he ſo likely to be 
made ſenſible of this, as under an Abſtraction of Mind 
from earthly Cogitations and Concerns, into a ſilent 
Attention upon the omnipreſent Spirit * ? 
Theſe Things duly confidered, is it juſt and rea- 
ſonable to cenſure and deſpife any People for conſei- 
entioufly waiting upon God in Silence, and frequently 
falling into ſuch a heart-engaging Exerciſe of Spirit 
in his Fear as cannot often be uttered in Words, and 
conſequently muſt be experienced i in Silence? W he 


r 0 
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can ſeriouſly think, that he- who. faith, To this Man 
] Jook, even to, him that is poor, and of; 4 contrite Spi- 


rit, and trembleth at my Mord, & will not hear and re- 


gard, when many Hearts are collectively bowed be- 
fore him under an unfeigned Concern and Travail of 


Spirit; when the Soul ' worſhips before him more 
deeply than ean be expreſſed by Lip or- Tengue? 


What are the fineſt Words and faireſt; Forms to him 


who reſpecteth not the outward She w, but the inward 


Frame of the Heart, if they do not convey the lin- 


cere feeling Langugge thereof? 

The Apoſtle utterly diſclaims all gelf-fufficiency ; ; 
Nor, faith he, that we are Sufficient of ourſelves, to think 
any thing as of ourſelues, but our Sufficiency is of God; Who 
alſo hath made us able Miniſters: of the New Teſtament, not 
of the Letter, but of the Spirit; for the Letter kuleth, but 


the. Spirit giveth Life The Virtue and Excellence 


of the Chriſtian Religion is juſtly aſcribed: to the holy 
$pirit. The ſame Apoſtle declares, 7 have this Trea- 


ſure in earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of the Power may 
be of God, and not of us. * Therefore Chriſt hath inſti- 
tuted no other Worſhip under the New-Cavenant, 
but that which 1 is performed in Spirit and in Truth, 
and how can we perform this till we have a Senſe of 


the Spirit, and feel the Virtue of its Influence enga- 


ging our Souls 1 in Truth to this - ſpiritual Worſhip? 
And how can we attain this Feeling, without pati- 


ently waiting in Silence for its powerful Aſſiſtance? 
If the primitive CAriſtiaus were of themſelves ſo in- 
ſufficient to think any thing, or to point out to them- 


ſelves their own Line of Duty according to the di- 


vine Will, they certainly could not f themſelves pray 
or preach to others conſiſtent therewith, and therefore 


muſt neceſſarily wait for the Renewals of Light and 


Ability from the holy Spirit wherein their Sufficiency 
was. If the Caſe was ſuch with them, is it leſs ſo 
————*1faiak 66, 2- + 2 Cor. 3.5. 2 Cor: 4.7. 
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with us? Itecertainly is not; for we are under the 
fame Diſpenſaion, and altogether as inſufficient of 
ourſelves” as” they could be. It is therefore now as 
requiſite for us as it could then be for them, to wait 
for divine Dife&tion and Help, to give us a true Senſe 
both of our State and Duty, and to enable us to the 
Performance of it; and how can we reaſonably ex- 
pect to receive the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, but by 
humbly watching, and Waiting in Silence for its s Ap- 
pearance and Operation in our Souls? 

The heavenly Influence of the holy Sprit i is the 
very Life and Glory of the Goſpel-diſpenſation, and 
is now as ſurely to be diſtinguiſhed by experienced 
Minds as it was in the primitive Age ; elſe why was it 
promiſed to abide as the Guide and Leader of true 
Believers; and why doth the Apoſtle exhort, 10 pray 
always. wth al! Supplitation in the 5 85 and to watch 
thereunts With all Perſeverance 2 

We read, that after the Opening wy MY ſeventh 
Seal, | there was was Silence in Heaven about the Space of 
half. an Hour + If ſilent Worſhip is ſuch an Abſurdi- 
ty as to be made the Subject of Ridicule, how came 
it to be found and allowed of in Heaven? Was not 
the great God then obeyed, and adored there as pro- 
ſoundly as when they fang Hallelujahs? If fo, why 
ſhould an awful ſilent Waititig upon him be treated, 
by any, as unprofitable and inconſiſtent with divine 
Worſhip? Why ſhould 'any prefer the Modes and 
Forms their own Hearts have deviſed, or ignorantly 
eſpouſed, to a ſolemn ſubmiſſive Waiting in Silence, 
to know the true State of the Soul, and to receive the 
bleſſed Counſel of the Spirit, before they proceed vo- 
cally to addreſs the Dread of Nations, or preſume to 
preach as in his Name, and declare any thing as his 
WW H, whoſe all- ſceing Lye: is continually upon. them ? 


Eph, 6. 16." 3 1 


4 83-7 


Elias plainly expreſſeth, There is a Spirit in Man, 
od rhe Inſpiration of the Almighty groeth them Underſtand- 
ingk. When is the moſt likely Time to be made ſen- 
ſible of this Inſpiration? That in which the Mind 
is attentively waiting upon him in a profound and 
paſſive Silence; or that wherein it is amuſed and 
buſted with a Multitude of Words and Ideas, on va- 
rious Subjects? What avails Praying or Preaching 
without this communicated Underſtanding? Can it 
be any better than ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling 
Cymbal ? When People preſume to pray without-a 
Senſe of their real Wants, and confeſs a State to the 
omniſcient Being they never truly felt, and alſo peti- 
tion for thoſe ſpiritual Favours and divine Senſations 
they ſeek not to feel, do they not act as if they con- 
5 cluded, he will accept of an inſincere Devotion, and 

that he is not Jealous of his Honour as the facred 
Writings declare he is? 
- Beſides the many Seriptures in Favour of a patient 
' Dependence upon, and filent Waiting far the quick- 
ning Power of the Spirit, to give us a true Senſe of 
our Wants, and bring to our Remembrance the great 

Obligations we are under to the Merey and Goodneſs 
of God, there is alſo a Cloud of Witneſſes, who have 
| experimentally profited, and edified much more in Si- 
lence than they ever did before they were n the Prac- 
tice of it, who, I believe, can ſay in Truth and Righte- 
ouſneſs, that when the juſt Judgments of an offended 
God were heavy upon them for Tranſgreſſion, and 
their Tribulations were inexpreſſible, through ſtrong 
heart- breaking Convictions of the exceeding Sinful- 
neſs of Sin, and they lay groaning under it daily in 
great Wretchedneſs, without finding any Help or 
Deliverance from all their own Workings, their ma- 
ny and long Prayers, and Self-righteoulnels ; then ft 

| by Job. 32.8, ny 
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pleaſed the merciful Redeemer to open a Way for 
them gradually into humble Stillneſs, and to reveal 
his Son in them, as the precious Lamb of God who 
taketh away the Sin of the World. This bleſſed 


Diſcovery raiſed them out of their Diſtreſſes, and en- 


abled them to ſay, My Soul doth magnify the Lord, and ny 
Spirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour; for he hath regarded the 
low Eſtate of hits Servant.“ This inclined them to fit | 


willingly at his Feet in Silence, and gladly to receive 


his pouring forth the Wine and Oil into their bleed- 
ing Wounds, till he healed their Backſlidings, and 


forgave their Tranſgreſſions. For, F we confeſs our 


Sins (from a real Abhorrence of Sin) he is faithful and 
Juſt io forgive us our Sins, and 10 cleanſe us from all In- 


righteouſneſs F Who can declare the ſweet Conſolation 


ſuch have felt, who believe in his Name as ſufficient 
to purge the Conſcience from dead Works, and en- 


able them to ſerve him in newneſs of Life ? Truly, 


they have experienced that Teſtimony of David Falk 
led in their own Hearts, I waited patiently, ſaith he, for 


the Lord, and he inclined unto me, and heard my Cry. He 
broug ht me up alſo out of an horrible Pit, out of the miry Cay, 


and ſet my Feet upon a Rock. 9 Thus they were brought 


out of Darkneſs into Light, and came to know, that 


whereas they had been (ſpiritually blind, now, by the 


Grace of God, they had received their Sight, Ind by 


this Power of diſcerning, learn not to truſt to them- 
ſelves, or their own Words, but attentively to watch, 
and filently to wait, both to hear what the Spirit 
faith to the Churches, and what it requires of them 
in their own Particulars, that by its heavenly Power 


every Thought might be brought into the Obedience 
of Chriſt. Thus they have been taught, and do cer- 
tainly know, that no Man can come to the Father | 
but by him; nor that any can ſufficiently ſee their 


* Luke 1. 46, 47» 38. | F 1. John 1.9. §Pſal. 40. I, 2. 
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own Sins, truly repent, effectually cry for Deliverance; 
or rejoice in his Salvation, but as his ſaving Power is 


_ exerciſed in them, and their Minds become ſubjected 
thereunto. This is the Power they have learnt to 
wait for, and depend upon; in which dependent 


State, they meet with their Lord as a quickning Spi- 


rit, hear him inſtruct them with convincing Clearnels, 
and feel his Preſenee to impart freſh Life and Strength 
to their Souls; for he ſtill ſpeaks in his ſpiritual Ma- 
nifeſtation, as he did in his bodily Appearance, with 
divine Authority, and as never Man ſpoke, and is the 
Author of eternal Salvation to. all that obey him. 


Theſe can experimentally ſay, that he is come to 


teach his People himſelf, and that he is made unto 
them Wiſdom, to direct their Steps in the Way to 
the Kingdom; Righteouſneſs, to clothe their Spirits; 
their Sanctification, and complete Redemption 
they are concerned not only to receive him in the 


Beginning as their Lord and Saviour, but alſo to 
grow up and preſevere in the Power of his Spirit, 


| earneſtly deſiring to be rooted and built up in its 


divine Nature, and eſtabliſhed in the true Faith. The 
Lord alone can profitably apply the precious Promiſ- 


es to t1e poor Soul, as he leads it through the vari- 
ous progreſſive States they belong to; by whoſe Gui- 
dance his faithful Followers are brought to eſcape the 
Corruptions that are in the World, and e 
to become Partakers of the divine Nature. 


Chriſt dwells in the Heairs of theſe by Faith, as 


the holy powerful appointed Miniſter of the Sanctua- 


ry, and true Tabernacle which God had pitched, and 


not Man. He not only teacheth infallibly and con- 
vincingly, but alſo raiſeth a Hunger and Thirſt after 
a cloter Union with himſelf, and a fuller Poſſeſſon 


and Enjoyment of his. everlaſting Righteouſneis. 


Thoſe who have attained this Experience, cannot bat 
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eſteem the Time well ſpent in ſilently waiting for his 


Inſtruction what to pray for, and that he may open 


their Underſtandings to diſcern their preſent Duty, 
and how to apply the facred Writings to real Profit, 
and alſo to commemorate what great Things he has 
mercifully done for their needy Souls, both without 


and within them, This frequently melts them into 


Tears of unaffected Contrition, and humble Gratitude, 
in which State they can adore his Goodneſs, and put 
up their Petitions without a Prayer-book, and often 


without any vocal Sound; for he is then known to 


be in his Temple, and the earthly Part is in perfect 


Silence before him. What ſober Perſon, who confi- 
ders how awful a Thing it is to worſhip the great Je- 


hovah in Spirit and Truth, can lightly cenſure or diſ- 
approve of ſuch a ſilent Dependence on his Power, to 


help the poor Creature under its manifold Infirmities? 
"Reſt in the Lord, ſaith David, or as in the Margin, Be 


- Mu 10 the Lord, and wait patiently for him IH ait on the 
Lord; be of good Courage, and he fhall Mee thing 
Heart. Wait, I ſay, on the Lord. 
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Roster a im bys Abology for the true 
Chriſtian Divinity, as held forth by the Prople 


called Quakers, has wrote ſo 3 on the Sub- 

1 in bis eleventh Propoſition, that a few Quo- 
tations from this Author may -ſerve to illuſtrate 
the foregoing Reafons, and confirm tbe Teftimo- 
nies of many experimental Witneſſes on the Sub= 
0h and TOO of folemn Silence. 


N his Propoſition on Word, in 9 VI. he has 
theſe Remarks : « We judge it the Duty of all 


to be diligent in the aſſembling of themſelves toge- 


ther, and when aſſembled, the great Work of one 
and all ought to be to wait upon God; and return- 

„ ing out of their own Thoughts and Imaginations, 
to feel the Lord's Preſence, and know a gathering 


into his Name indeed, where he is 1n the midſt, accord- 


< ing to his Promiſe. And as every one is thus ga- 
thered, and ſo met together inwardly 1 in their Spi- 
 rits, as well as outwardly in their Perſons, there 
the ſecret Power and Virtue of Life is Kno vn to 


refreſh the Soul, and the pure Motions and Breath- 


ings of Gods Spirit are felt to ariſe; from which, 
as Words of Declaration, Prayers or Praiſes ariſe, 


the acceptable Worſhip | is known, which edifies the 


* Church, and is well pleaſing to God. And no 
„Man here limits the Spirit of God, nor bringeth 
forth his own conned and gathered Stuff; but 
every one puts that forth which the Lord puts into 


their Hearts: And it is uttered forth not in Man's 
Will and Wiſdom, but in the Evidence and Demonſtra- 
tion of the Spirit, and of Power. Yea, though there 
be not a Word ſpoken, yet is the true ſpiritual 


* Worſhip performed, and the Body of Chriſt edifi- 


h 
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« ed; yea, it may, and hath often fallen out among 
us, that divers Meetings have paſt without one 
Word; yet our Souls have been greatly edifi- 
* ed and refreſhed, and our Hearts wonderfully 
overcome with the ſecret Senſe of God's Power and 
Spirit, which without Words hath been miniſtered 
from one Veſſel to another. This is indeed ftrange 
© and incredible to the mere natural and carnally- 
e minded Man, who will be apt to judge all Time loſt 
„ where- there is not ſomething ſpoken that is obvi- 
cus to the outward Senſes; and therefore I ſhall in- 
« ſiſt a little upon this Subject, as one that can ſpeak 
from a certain Experience, and not by mere hear- 
« fay, of this wonderful and glorious. Diſpenſation ; 
«© which hath fo much the more of the Wiſdom and 
« Glory of God in it, as it is contrary to the Nature 
ce of Man's Spirit, Will, and Wiſdom.” _ 

He alſo in b. VII. on filent Waiting on God, ex- 
preſſes himſelf thus; For many thus principled, 
meeting together in the pure Fear of the Lord, 
& did not appiy themſelves preſently. to ſpeak, pray, 
« or ſing, Sc. being afraid to be be found acting 
«forwardly in their own Wills, but each made it 

„ their Work to retire inwardly to the Meaſure of ©: 
« Grace in themſelves, not being only ſilent as to 
„ Words, but even abſtaining from all their own 
+ Thoughts, Imaginations and Deſires ; ſo watching 
« in a holy Dependence upon the Lord, and meeting 
e together not only outwardly in one Place, but 
„thus 1nwardly i in one Spirit, and in one Name of Jeſus, 
* which is his Power and Virtue, they come there- 
« by to enjoy and feel the Ariſings of this Life, which, 
eas it prevails in each Particular, becomes as a Flood 
« of Refreſhment, and overſpreads the whole Meet. 
ing: For Man, and Man's Part and Wiſdom, be- 
© ing denied and chained down in every Individuat, 


' 


and God exalted, and his Grace in Dominion in 
the Heart, thus his Name comes to be one in all, 
and his Glory breaks forth, and covers all; and 


< there is ſuch a holy Awe and Reverence upon every 


Soul, that if the natural Part ſhould ariſe in any, 


ce or the wiſe Part, or what is not one with the Life, 
cc it would preſently be chained down and judged 
* out. And when any are, through the breaking 


forth of this Power, conſtrained to utter a Sentence 


of Exhortation or Praiſe, or to breathe to the Lord 


© in Prayer, then all are ſenſible of it; for the ſame. 


Life in them anſwers to it, as in Water, Face anſwer- 


« oth 10 Pute. This is that divine and ſpiritual 
« Worſhip, which the World neither knoweth nor un- 
* derftandeth, which the Yulture's Eye ſee'th not into. 
© Yet many and great are the Advantages which my 
“ Soul, with many others, has taſted of hereby, and 
« which would be found of all ſuch as would ſeri- 


* ouſly apply themſelves hereunto : For, when Peo- 
no ple are gathered thus together, not merely to hear 


— 


Men, nor depend upon them, but all are inwardiy 
aug hit to ſtay their Minds upon the Lord, and watt for 


«< his Appearance in their Hearts; thereby the forward 
„ Working of the Spirit of Man is ſtayed and hin- 
4 dered from mixing itſelf with the Worſhip of 
<< (Gd Prone: 

Ing. XV. after havieg deſcribed the true Worthip 


in n Spirit eſtabliſhed by Chriſt, and clearly proved the 
Neceſſity and Advantage of it, he proceeds thus: 
He hath alſo inſtituted an inward and fpirimal Wor- 
© /tÞ: So that God now tieth not his People to the 
. 6 Temple of Feruſalem, nor yet unto outward Ceremo- 
<6 mes and Obſervations ; but taketh the Heart of every 
©« Chriſtian for a Temple to dwell in; and there imme- 


« diately appeareth, and giveth him Directions how 


d to ſerve him in any outward Acts. Since, as Chriſt 


— — 


Pov. 27. 19. + Iſa. 10. 20 and 26. 3. 
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ee lated Stuff removed out of it; 


3s) 
" argueth, God ts a Spirit, he will now be worſhipped 


jn the Spirit, where he reveals himſelf, and 


« awellcth with the Contrite in Heart. Now, fince it 
« is the Heart of Man that now is become the Tem- 
wa 8 of Cod, in which he will be worſhipped, and no 

* more in particular outward Temples, (ſince, as 


© pleſſed Stephen ſaid, out of the Prophet, | to the 


<« profeſling Jews of old, The Moſt High dwelleth not in 


5 Temples made with Hands) as before the Clary of the 
Lord deſcended to fill the ontward Temple, it 


* behoved to be purified and ceaniarh, and, all pol- 
yea, and the 
“Place for the Tabernacle was ov erlaid with Gold; 


| 00 the moſt precious and cleaneſt of Metals; ſo al- 
„ ſo before God be worſhipped in the inward 


Temple of the Heart, it muſt alſo be purged 
* of its own Filth, and all its own Thoughts and 
© Imaginations, that ſo it may be fit to receive the 


«6 Spirit of God, and to be actuated by it. And 


„ doth not this directly lead us to that inward S- 


6c 1 of Which we have ſpoken, and exact point, 


out? And further, This Worſhip muſt be in Truth; 


* intimating, that this ſpiritual Worſhip, thus actu- 
V ated, is only and properly a true Worfhip.”—— 


cc Franciſcus Lambertus, 28 quoted 1 by Nobert 


Barclay, in H. XVIII. “ ſpeaketh well, Trat. 5. 
of Prophecy, Chap. 9. ſaying, Where are they 


* now hat glory in their Ireen ine, who ſay, A. fine 


„Invention! A fine Invention! This they call 
* Invenion, 


which themſelves bave made up; but what 
* have the Faithjul to do with ſuch kind of Inventions & 


It is not Pigments, nor yet Inventions, that we will have, 


* but Things that are ſolid, invincible, eternal, and heu- 
«.venly, not which Men have invented, but which God 
hath revealed: For if we believe the Scriptures, our 


& Invention profiteth nothing, but 19 provoke God to our 


Ps Em Pe Aves Wong 


03155 


* Ruin, And afterwards, Beware (faith he) that io 


* determine not preciſely to ſpeak what before thou haſt 
me dil ated, whatſoever it be; for though it be lawful 
« to determine the Text which thou art to expound, yet 
not at all the Interpretation; left if thon fo doſt, thou 
« rake From the holy Spirit that which is his, to ait, to 

«© dire thy Speech, that thou mayeft Pepi in lie 


« Name of the Lord, void of all Learning, Meditatioz, 


„and Experience, and as if thou hadſt ſtudied nothing dt 


all, committing thy Heart, thy Tongue, and thy/cIf 
© wholly unto us Spirit, and trufting nothing to thy for- 


* mer Studying or Meditation; but ſaying with thyſelf, 
in great Confidence of the divine Promiſe, The Lord 
* will give a Word with much Power unto thoſe that 


_ © preach the Goſpel. But above all Things be careful 
* that thou follow not the Manner of Hypocrites, ww/9 


* hiave written almoſt Word for Word what they are to 
8 * /ay, as if they were to repeat ſome Verſes upon a Thea- 


o tre, having learned all their Preaching as they ds that 


« at Tragedies. Aud afterwards, when they are in the 


40 Place of Propheſying, pray ihe Lord 79 direct their 
Tengue; but in the mean Time, ſhutting up the Way 


© of the holy Spirit, they determine to Jay nothing but 
* what they have written. O unhappy kind of Prophets, 


ye and truly curſed, which depend not upon God's Spi- 


« rit, but upon their own Writings or Meditation ! N 
* prayeſt thou to the Lord thou falſe Proplel, is give 
© thee his holy Spirit, Ly which thou mayſt ſpeak Thing: 


« profitable, and yet thou repelleſt the Spirit? Why pre- 
* ferreft thou thy Meditation or Study to tbe Spirit of 


* God ? Oiherwiſe why commuteſt thou not Mel, to lite 


. < Spirit 2” 


* 4 X XA1L- That there 1 is a Neceſſity of this inward 
4 Retirement of the Mird as previous to Prayer, that 
« the Spirit may be felt to draw thereunto, appears, for 
ce that in molt of thoſe Places where Prayer is com- 
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4 manded, al is prefixed thereunto, as neceſ- 
4 ſary to go before, as Mat. xxiv. 42. Mark xiii. 3 3. and 
< xiv. 38. Luke xxi. 36. from whence it is evident 

A that this Watching was to go before Prayer. Now 
to what End is this Z/atching, or what is it, but a 

waiting to feel God's Spirit to draw into Prayer, that 
< ſo it may be done acceptably? For ſince we are 

< to pray always in the Spirit,“ and cannot pray of our- 
< ſelves without it acceptably, this Watching muſt be 
© for this End recommended to us, as preceding Pray- | 

«er, that we may watch and wait for the ſeaſonable 
Time to prays. Which is when the Spirit moves 

* * thereunto.” * 
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